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Subject Code APSS1BN17M

Subject Title Contemporary Chinese Society and Popular Culture

Credit Value 3

Level 1

GUR Requirements This subject intends to fulfill the following requirement(s) :
Intended to Fulfill

Healthy Lifestyle

Al

[]
[]
[ ] Innovation and Entrepreneurship (IE)

[ ] Languages and Communication Requirement (LCR)
[ ] Leadership Education and Development (LEAD)

[ ] Service-Learning

X Cluster-Area Requirement (CAR)

[ ] Human Nature, Relations and Development [CAR A]
[ ] Science, Technology and Environment [CAR D]

[ ] Chinese History and Culture [CAR M]

X] Cultures, Organizations, Societies and Globalization

X China-Study Requirement

X] Yes or []No

riting and Reading Requirements
[] Writi d Reading Requi
[ ]English or [ ] Chinese

and Data Analytics (AIDA)

[CAR N]

Pre-requisite / Co-
requisite/ Exclusion

APSS students are not allowed to take this subject
Subject Exclusion : APSS1B17 / APSS1B17M / APSS1BN17

Assessment Methods

100% Continuous Individual Group
Assessment Assessment Assessment
1. Attendance and 20%

participation
2. Quiz 40%
3. Individual Essay 40%

The grade is calculated according to the percentage
assigned;

The completion and submission of all component
assignments are required for passing the subject; and
Student must pass all component(s) if he/she is to pass the
subject.
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Objectives

China’s popular culture has undergone dramatic changes over the past
four decades. This course aims to examine the evolving state-society
relationships through songs, movies, TV dramas, the Internet, and
other cultural expressions. Key analytical lens such as class and gender
are introduced to examine the political economy of contemporary
Chinese society.

Intended Learning

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

Outcomes (a) outline the emergence and rapid development of popular culture
in the PRC since 1978;
(Note 1)
(b) explain the socio-cultural embedding of different forms of
popular culture in Greater China region;
(c) analyze the changes in Chinese society in relation to the rise of
popular culture;
(d) evaluate the significant role of popular culture in transforming
socio-political spheres in Greater China;
(e) assess claims made about popular culture phenomena in the
media.
Sub,J ect. Synopsis/ 1. Introduction: culture and society in contemporary China
Indicative Syllabus 2 The Chinese dream
3. Gender, love and family
(Note 2) 4.  Music and songs
5. Popular TV shows and social impacts
6. Class distinctions and social lives
7. Advertising and social imagination in China
8.  The Internet and connectivity
9.  Consumption and gender
10. Consumption and social class
11. Religion, individual expressions, and social institutions
12. The state-society relationships
13. Conclusion: synthesis and reflections of the course
. . The lectures will provide students with an overall understanding of the
Teaching/Learning important socio-cultural and political changes in globalizing China.
Methodology Through a combination of teaching methods such as the screening of
(Note 3) audio-visual materials, analysis of academic texts, and discussion of

newspaper articles, we will rethink the ways of life in the context of
contemporary China. Students are encouraged to participate in various
activities to enhance peer learning.

Assessment Methods in

Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 4)

Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed (Please
tick as appropriate)

a b c d e

1. Atte.nflange and 20% \ \ N N N
participation
2. Quiz 40% [N [N N [N N

3. Individual Essay | 40% | N [V [~ |V |+
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Total 100 %

Students are required to attend lectures and participate in discussions.
This is to increase interactions and sharing of insights (through polls,
Q&A, and break-out groups).

A quiz serves to consolidate students’ learning by revising course
readings. Students will have a better understanding of the key
concepts.

An essay is a 1,500-word analytical piece of individual writing based
on the suggested references.

Student Study Effort Class contact:
Expected
= Lecture 39 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
= Self-study 45 Hrs.
= Assignment 26 Hrs.
Total student study effort 110 Hrs.
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Note 1: Intended Learning Outcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon completion of the subject.
Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/ Indicative Syllabus

The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time over-crowding of the syllabus
should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate learning,
and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4: Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of the
subject intended learning outcomes that each method purports to assess. It should also provide a brief explanation of the
appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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